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Why 

EBP & IPE? 



My students choose 

topics like hourly 

rounding. They aren’t 

specific to a single 

patient.

My students find and 

appraise an RCT, 

calculate NNT…
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“Interprofessional education occurs when students from 

two or more professions learn about, from, and with each 

other to enable effective collaboration and improve health 

outcomes.” (WHO, 2010)





“Dramatically increase 

interprofessional

education, research 

and practice.” 

(DukeHealth, 2016) 



METHODS
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Data Sources

Investigators

Design

Thematic content analysis

Independently reviewed and then 

discussed as a group

Curricular material (e.g. textbooks, 

syllabi, student projects)



What We Analyzed

• Timing

• Structure

• Librarian role

• Course objectives

• Context

• Teaching Methods

• Assessment

• Definitions

• Steps in the EBP process

• Question types



RESULTS



Timing

• EBP Course time ranged from 12-24 weeks 

• Credits ranged from 2-4 hours per program

• Half were pre-clinical and half were clinical year

• SOM, DPT, and PA programs required 2 EBP-related 

courses; SON required one
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Main Course Objectives

• recognize relevance and skills needed for EBP

• formulate questions

• construct searches and access evidence

• critically appraise evidence



Course Context & Objectives 

MD & PA

Clinical skills & statistics

• Interpret statistics

• Apply to patient 

scenario

PT & SON

Professional Identity

• Distinguish among 

research methodologies

• Understand human 

subject protections



Culture, Economics, Politics, 
Social Factors, Organizational 

Experience 

EBP Definitions
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Steps of EBP

Ask

Acquire

AppraiseApply

Act

Recruit 
Team

Identify 

Stakeholder

s
Identify 

Leadership

Evaluate 
Outcomes

Report to 

Stakeholder

s
Disseminate 

Findings
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Challenges

• Will require some coordination with timing to make it work

• Instruction delivery may need to differ based on context

– MD & PA teach EBP skills similarly. 

– SON and DPT teach EBP in a broader context. SON introduces 

more steps, while DPT focuses on patient preferences 

throughout. This affects the student question choices, as 

well as faculty support.



Opportunities 

• EBP is not limited by context – it can be folded in many 

places

• Some programs are willing to do a deeper dive led by the 

librarian

o Let’s use those examples to improve our contact time in other 

classes!

• Focusing on a therapy assignment would hit all learner 

types

• Acknowledge/value other question types 



Should we teach 

EBP in IPE? 



YES!



Teach with a Case Study

A 50 year old male with recent stroke has been in the 

hospital for 24 hours. He arrived within the tPA window and 

received treatment and a stent within hours of his arrival to 

the ED. He is in the Neuro ICU but is improving more 

quickly than the typical patient. He has no modifiable risk 

factors, is not obese, exercises regularly, and eats a 

healthy diet.

What questions do you have?



We can teach…

• Importance of EBP

• Question formation

• Search techniques

• Study types

• Critical appraisal

• Possibly some QI and patient safety



Focus on…

Communication

Roles and responsibilities

Teamwork

Values and ethics

IPEC Core

Competencies



Students can learn…

• Interrelationship among information needs of professions

• Importance of consulting other disciplines

• Value of each discipline’s expertise

• Limits of a profession’s role

• Clinical decision making in a team environment

– Actions team members must take based on evidence
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Thoughts or questions?

Quack!

Quack!

Thank You!


