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Objective:

Hyperbaric medicine is specialized research area, but access to its literature has
been difficult and important materials scattered around the world. Duke
University Medical Center Library & Archives had an opportunity to make such
materials more accessible through a digital repository when the Undersea and
Hyperbaric Medical Society donated its library to Duke and a partnership was
developed with the Rubicon Foundation.

Methods:

The society (UHMS) donated its collection of hyperbaric materials to the Medical
Center Library & Archives (MCLA), and along with an agreement for the library to
provide reference and document delivery services to society members. The
collection consists of government documents from around the world, reprints of
articles, original manuscripts, images, books, journals, and other documents
relating to diving and hyperbaric medicine. The MCLA has established guidelines
for adding materials to its collections and has developed creative ways for
making print reports accessible through the Web. Papers from key society
leaders and major figures in the field were given to Archives, and they have
created Web-based finding aids providing access to these unique resources. The
Rubicon Foundation was created to focus on locating hyperbaric information
resources and making digital versions of important resources available.

Results and Conclusions:

Duke University Medical Center Library & Archives (MCLA) are now able to
locate and provide copies of documents to society members and those interested
in the field.” By partnering with the Rubicon Foundation, MCLA will be able to
make electronic copies of many difficult to find materials available through a
digital repository. Due to the visibility and stability of the repository, Rubicon and
UHMS continue to identify and successfully gain permission to add other national
and international resources to the digital collection. An outgrowth of this work
has been discussions with the society and other groups about making runs of
medical journals available in digital format through the repository and PubMed
Central.
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