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Le Medecin Malgré Lui

He was just a passing tourist sipping
Coke in Bock's Walgreen FPharmacy
when a bleeding, bawling » ter was
brought in. At once, the husky, crew-cut
stranger took charge, ordering needle
and thread and taking twelve neat
stitches in the childs badly gashed leg
Before he was finished, a dozen ne
borhoud folk had requests in for his
services, and by day’s end the man from
the soda counter had made five house
calls, Like wildfire the word raced
through tiny (population: 1,160) Grove-
ton, Texas: "'I'Eﬂ'e's_u doctor in town.”

This reaction was anything but surpris-
ing. for Groveton, 115 miles northeast of
Houston, had lost its only doctop three
months before. Within a week the stran-
ger had hung out’ his shingle and the
townsfolk were refurbishing thieir small
clinic for that nice Dr. Reid L. Brown,

Brown charged only $3: for an office
visit and $5 for a house call (or no fee if
the patient couldn’t afford one); he an-
swered calls at all hours of the day and
night; he favored medicure, bis hand-
writing was perfectly legible. With this

i sround; the new doctor
E;:‘:neﬁrtb:ﬂcgttd to be true. Last “’.-""ik
the people of Groveton Jearned that kind-
1v Doctor Brown was indeed a fraud. 3
" He was, as it tumed outy not I\u&‘m,
Brown at all, but one Freddie Iim'ul, ;
4 grade-school dropohit and ex-paratroon
er who had spent more than seven -y'"!.ri
in jail for bank robhery. Mle; ?ns.l;j:.l
lease in 1956 Brint Wo! ked for « i ‘-11
years as a hospital and lab afde, ine IIY-
ing & stint in Chattanooga, Teuin., aﬁ 3
vay fechnician for the realDr. Rei =
Brown, whose identity and credenti
he used For three years in Terrell, Texas,
“niﬁh:?i;l.:t-cht::t%e well for Brant
bad not a drug company become suse%;-
cious about simultaneois orders for n;__‘: -

¢ine from the two Doctors Brown. iven

<0, some 1,400 satisfied patients mh$
his support with & petition asking tl

forgery and perjury charges filed against
him be wei against the service he

rendered. “Tf he isn't a doctor,” said a

woman he saved from suicide, then he

should be.” At the weekend, one of two
grand juries in the case agn?ed: it re-
fused to indict “Doctor Freddie Brant.




THE DUKE ENDOWMENT
1500 NORTH CAROLINA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28202

HOSPITAL AND CHILD CARE SECTIONS 1704} 376.0291
WILBURT C, DAVISON, M.D PLEASE REPLY TO:
CONSULTANT ON MEDICAL EDUCATION Janua ry 2, 19 68 ROARING GAP, N. C. 28668

Dr. E. Harvey Estes

Department of Community Health Sciences
Duke University Medical Center

Durham, North Carolina 27706

Dear Harvey:
I enclose a clipping from NEWSW EEK of December 25, 1967
which I thought might interest you. It certainly emphasizes the need
for general practitioners and also the value of your Assistant Physicians
who have had hospital and laboratory training, even though it was in jail.
Perhaps Bob Woodhall is correct in his statement that "Any Corpsman
can handle general practice,' which I do not think is true unless super-
vised by a physician.

With best wishes, Iam

Yours sincerely,
N
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W. €. Davison
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Dictated in St. Croix, V.1
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January 4, 1968

Dr. W. C. Davison

The Duke Endowment

1500 North Carolina National Bank Building
Charlotte, North Carclina; 26202

Dear Dave:

I saw the same article in another weekly about the ex-bank robber. I

agree with your épinion regarding the super-vision, and would hope that

we will never train "second class doctors" to work independently. I
believe that the M.D. must (1) closely supervise and (2) accept the
responsibility for the assistant's work, Without the latter, I am afraid
the first will not be done, Thanks, and I hope you find St. Croix pleasant.

With best regards.
|
Very t:r;u.‘l.y yours,

E. Harvey Estes, Jr., M.D,
Professor and Chalrman
|

EHE:1f



