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PLOS PUSLIC LIBRARY of SIENCE

)
BiolMled Central

The Open Access Publisher

Headquarters

San Francisco, CA

London, England

Web address

http://www.plos.org/

http://www.biomedcentral.com/

Tax status

Not for profit

Commercial publisher, for profit

History and Funding

Co-founded in 2000 by Dr. Harold Varmus, former director of the
National Institutes of Health and now chief executive officer of the
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, Dr. Patrick
Brown of Stanford University, and Michael Eisen of the
University of California at Berkeley

9 million grant from the Moore Foundation for first four years of
operation, goal is to become self sustaining

Additional funding from the Sandler Family Supporting Foundation,
the Irving A. Hansen Memorial Foundation, the Open Society
Institute (OSI), and the Joint Information Systems Committee
(JISC).

BioMed Central was founded in 1998

Funding provided in part by BMC entrepreneur Vitek Tracz,
Chairman of the Current Science Group and BioMed Central

Quote from 1/05 interview: At BioMed Central we need about 2,000
to 2,500 papers a month to break even. We estimate that we will
have around 2,000 by the end of next year. While open access
publishing will never be as profitable as the current system of
selling subscriptions, we are confident it can and will be
profitable....Submissions to our journals are now running at more
than 700 papers a month. A year ago, this figure was 300; 2 years
ago, it was about 120. So it is more than doubling each year. We
know that authors who have published open access once publish
that way again. And they tell others. Today, around 1 percent of
papers are published open access. | believe that when this
becomes more like 5 percent, we will reach a tipping point.
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Do PLOS and BMC
meet open access
criteria?

PLoS endorses this definition of open access publication drafted by
the Bethesda Statement on Open Access Publishing.

http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/charter/

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/bethesda.htm

An Open Access Publication[1] is one that meets the following
two conditions:

The author(s) and copyright holder(s) grant(s) to all users a
free, irrevocable, worldwide, perpetual right of access to, and a
license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the work
publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any
digital medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper
attribution of authorship, as well as the right to make small
numbers of printed copies for their personal use.

A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials,
including a copy of the permission as stated above, in a suitable
standard electronic format is deposited immediately upon initial
publication in at least one online repository that is supported by an
academic institution, scholarly society, government agency, or
other well-established organization that seeks to enable open
access, unrestricted distribution, interoperability, and long-term
archiving (for the biomedical sciences, PubMed Central is such a
repository).

http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/charter/

Every peer-reviewed research article appearing in any journal
published by BioMed Central is 'open access', meaning that:

The article is universally and freely accessible via the Internet, in
an easily readable format and deposited immediately upon
publication, without embargo, in an agreed format - current
preference is XML with a declared DTD - in at least one widely and
internationally recognized open access repository (such as
PubMed Central).

The author(s) or copyright owner(s) irrevocably grant(s) to any third
party, in advance and in perpetuity, the right to use, reproduce or
disseminate the research article in its entirety or in part, in any
format or medium, provided that no substantive errors are
introduced in the process, proper attribution of authorship and
correct citation details are given, and that the bibliographic details
are not changed. If the article is reproduced or disseminated in
part, this must be clearly and unequivocally indicated.
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Copyright PLoS has chosen to apply the Creative Commons Attribution Similar to Creative Commons Attribution License
License to all works we publish
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/license
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
S . ] Research articles
Author maintains copyright ownership e Copyright on any research article in a journal published by
Anyone is free: BioMed Central is retained by the author(s).
e Authors grant BioMed Central a license to publish the
e to copy, distribute, and display the work; article and identify itself as the original publisher.
» to make derivative works; e Authors also grant any third party the right to use the article
* tomake commercial use of the work; freely as long as its integrity is maintained and its original
Attribution: the original author must be given credit authors, citation details and publisher are identified.
e The BioMed Central Copyright and License Agreement
(identical to the Creative Commons Attribution License)
formalizes these and other terms and conditions of
publishing research articles.
Other articles
e In general, authors retain copyright for any article that is
published with open access but are asked to assign
copyright to the publisher for articles that are not.
Products Open access journals — Open access and subscription based journals with open

access to research articles
— Faculty of 1000
—  Current Controlled Trials
— Images.MD
— Open Repository
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Open access titles

Presently 2 titles
http://www.plos.org/journals/index.html

Biology — first issue October 13, 2003 — Within the first eight hours
of the journal's launch, traffic on the site spiked to more than half a
million hits, second issue contained article about brain implants in
monkeys that enable them to control a robotic arm with their
thoughts.

Medicine — first issue October 19, 2004
Additional 3 titles forthcoming in 2005:
Computational Biology — June 2005

Genetics — July 2005
Pathogens — September 2005

130 titles
http://www.biomedcentral.com/browse/journals/

The research articles in all journals published by BioMed Central
are 'Open Access'. They are immediately and permanently
available online without charge. A number of journals require an
institutional or a personal subscription to view other content, such
as reviews or paper reports.

ISI Impact factor -
the number of
articles cited/year
divided by the
number of articles
published/year

N/A until later in 2005

Respiratory Research - 5.537, 2 of 31

Arthritis Research Therapy — 5.036, 2 of 21

Breast Cancer Research — 2.93, 43 of 120 Oncology titles
Cell Biology — 2.618, 69 or 156

Critical Care — 1.91, 6 of 16

http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/faq?name=impactfactor
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Where archived

PubMedCentral

PubMedCentral

Availability in
print

Yes, Biology and Medicine
Print subscription price per title for 2005 is $160 for institutions and
$160 for individuals

BioMed Central publishes a number of journals, many of which are
available only in electronic form. Printed archival editions of these
journals will be made available at the end of each calendar year on
demand. Some journals published by BioMed Central, including
Arthritis Research & Therapy, Breast Cancer Research, Critical
Care, Genome Biology and Journal of Biology have a print edition.

Where indexed

PLoS Biology is indexed by:

Medline

PubMed

All of the ISI indexes (Web of Science, BIOSIS, Current Contents,
the Science Citation Index), Cambridge Abstracts

EBSCO

Swets

Lexis-Nexis

PLoS Biology allows full-text crawling of all the major online search
engines, such as Google.

All BioMed Central research journals are indexed by:

PubMed
PubMed Central
Scirus

Google
Citebase
OAlster

Scopus

A selection of BioMed research journals are indexed by:

Medline

ISI - Web of Science, Science Citation Index and Current Contents
BIOSIS

EMBASE

CAS

CABI
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Pricing model

Author pay model

Charge to author $ 1,500/article, discounted if affiliated with
Institutional Membership

Fees may be waived or discounted if author is unable to pay
http://www.plos.org/support/instmembership.html

Institutional Memberships available for $ 2,000 - $ 100,000/year, 10 —
75% discount on author fee

132 institutional members in 10 countries

Author pay model

Charge to author $ 635 - $ 1,605/article

Fees may be waived or discounted if author is unable to pay
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/apcfaq

Researchers from institutions that are members of BioMed Central do
not have to pay the article-processing charge

2005 - Institutional memberships charges based on FTE model, range
from $ 1,725 - $ 8,625/year

512 members in 40 countries
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/instmembership

2006 — Institutional membership charges will be based on number of
articles published by the institution during the previous year. BMC
seeking funding from institutional contract/grants office and funding

bodies such as NIH.

http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/about/prepaymembership
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