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Camtasia –
Turning teaching scripts into     
teaching videos
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Stand up if you
teach patrons 

Sit down if you only have to teach them 
once



ANCAHSL Meeting May 5, 2006

Sit down if…

everyone who needs instruction comes to 
your classes

you are available 24/7 to teach

you have plenty of time to design, create and 
deploy online tutorials 
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Are we all in the same boat?
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We need to reach:

a large, diverse audience
at the “teachable moment”
using a variety of learning styles
often after business hours
and in remote locations
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Some solutions:

More paper handouts
Scheduling more individual sessions
Scheduling more classes
Cloning ourselves
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Web-based tutorials

Static Documentation
PowerPoint
HTML with interactivity

Play along
Quiz

Video with Audio
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Camtasia
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Easy to create and deploy
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Easy to create and deploy
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Inexpensive



ANCAHSL Meeting May 5, 2006

Personalized
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Used at the “teachable moment”
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Used at the “teachable moment”
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Requires no additional hardware
Except a microphone
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Camtasia

Create a video tutorial from the web
Create a video from Powerpoint
Capture a live search for a “canned” 
presentation
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Examples:
PubMed at UW

http://healthlinks.washington.edu/howto/pubmed/
CINAHL – McMaster University

http://hsl.mcmaster.ca/education/tutorials/index.htm
CINAHL (Duke)
http://www.mclibrary.duke.edu/training/cinahlovid/s
earch

Study Design PowerPoint
Captured search

http://healthlinks.washington.edu/howto/pubmed/
http://healthlinks.washington.edu/howto/pubmed/
http://www.mclibrary.duke.edu/training/cinahlovid/search
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Did I make it sound too easy?

Content – what are you going to 
show?

Webpages
PowerPoint
Combination
Additional materials (Titles, etc.)
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Did I make it sound too easy?

Script – what are you going to 
say?

Write it out word for word (formal)
Talk from Notes (folksy)
Carefully plan your example

Short is better
Perfection may be unrealistic
Record video and audio at the same 
time
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Did I make it sound too easy?

Location – how are you going to 
deliver it?

CD or DVD
Web-based

Size of the files (bandwidth)
High speed vs modem access
Viewing software (Quicktime, Flash)
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Bottom line
Cons

Fast Internet access
Preparation time
May lack interactivity

Pros
Easy to learn
Inexpensive
No additional 
equipment
Easy to 
update
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