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Duke University Medical Center Archives

Mission Statement

The Duke University Medical Center (DUMC) Archives
serves Medical Center customers and the global
community by preserving, maintaining, documenting, and
making available for research the permanent records of the
functions of the DUMC and Duke University Health System
(DUHS), including health care delivery methodology,
research, education and training.



Maternal Health & Mortality

Variation in quality healthcare
Underlying chronic conditions
Structural racism
Implicit bias 

Black women are three times more likely to die from a
pregnancy-related cause than White women. Multiple factors
contribute to these disparities including

https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/features/maternal-mortality/index.html



obgyn.duke.edu/news/duke-midwifery-service-celebrates-20th-anniversary







First "solo" project
Small collection (6.05 linear feet)
provided many opportunities for
learning. 

Sensitive Information
Preservation

Artifacts
Oversized Posters
Textiles

Bilingual Materials

Processing the Duke Midwifery Records



Protected Health Entity and Education Institution, must take extra precaution to
screen for health and educational records
Occurrences:

Midwife's Birth Logs, Durham Regional Hospital and Duke University Medical
Center
Images of mothers with newborns
Images of Program Participants

photo releases are on file with the Durham Health Department
Teacher Evaluations (class attendance roster)

Falls outside of the scope "directory information"
Restriction Language: "Collection must be screened for sensitive or
confidential materials before being accessed. For further information consult
with the Medical Center Archivist."

Sensitivity Review



Building an
Artifact Box



Flattening Oversized Materials



Flattening Oversized Materials



Bilingual
Materials



We are located in a
warehouse by the
freeway, but the
parking is free!




First Boomerang Lucy
made of me. Jersey

from Duke OB/GYN Recs

Archives van
including a

complete catalytic
convertor--the
first two were

stolen :(

The Archives: In
Real Life!



Oral History

458 oral history interviews







Summer 2022: DUMCA staff and Rachel Ingold will conduct additional
background research into the Duke Midwifery Service program, select 4-6
interviewees, and establish contact with the potential interviewees to
obtain their consent to be interviewed.

🗸
Project Timeline

Fall 2022-Winter 2022/2023: Josephine McRobbie will conduct oral
history interviews.

Spring 2023: After Josephine makes final edits of the interview
materials, DUMCA staff will facilitate the deposit of the oral histories to
the DUMCA’s holdings, and, with consent, deposit the interview
transcripts into MEDSpace, the DUMCA’s digital repository to make the
transcripts freely accessible online.

🗸

🗸



Oral History Participants



Amy G. MacDonald



Helen M. Mikul Antionette (Ann)
Milligan-Barnes




Tasha Allen Kim Quang Đâu





Summer 2023: DUMCA staff and Rachel will publicize the
interviews. 

Project Timeline

Summer 2023-Winter 2023: DUMCA staff will develop a
digital exhibit highlighting both the DMS archival collection
and the oral history interviews

January 23, 2024: DUMCA will launch the exhibit to coincide
with Maternal Health Awareness Day. 









References
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “Working Together to Reduce
Black Maternal Mortality.” Accessed April 24, 2023.
https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/features/maternal-
mortality/index.html  

Duke Midwifery Service Records, Duke University Medical Center
Archives. 

Duke Obstetrics & Gynecology. “Duke Midwifery Service Celebrates 20th
Anniversary.” August 20, 2019. obgyn.duke.edu/news/duke-midwifery-
service-celebrates-20th-anniversary 

Duke University Medical Center Archives. “Mission Statement.” Accessed
April 25, 2023. https://archives.mc.duke.edu/mission-statement 

National Park Service. “Conserve O Gram: How to Flatten Folded or Rolled
Papers Documents”. National Park Service. July 1993.
https://www.nps.gov/museum/publications/conserveogram/13-02.pdf 

World Health Organization. “Maternal Health.” Accessed April 25, 2023.
https://www.who.int/health-topics/maternal-health#tab=tab_1 



May 11, 2023LAMPHHS Annual Meeting

Contact us!
lucy.waldrop@duke.edu
rebecca.j.williams@duke.edu
carter.hulinsky@duke.edu

Thank you!


