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The physician assistant concept holds the promise of
‘substantiafly alleviating the crisis the United Stales ox-
periences fodiy In the provision of primary health care.
Dr. Eugene Stead at Duke Univarsity fatherad the concept
bolleving that much of ihe sarvice provided by primary
care physicians gould be rendarec hy_pemc:Ts less lrained
PRy £ d pathophysioiog

in 1966 the firs! program was established at Duke Uni-
versily. Within five years, 14 programs were offering train-
ing for the assistant to the primary care physician, Parallet
with this effort, the University of Washinglon and Dart-
mouth University began training samor militazy corpsman
in # manner that would permit them to adapt their skills to
a civillan popufats Although the app h was neces-
“Sarlly dilterant, the end product, the Merux, was not dis-
stmilar o the physiclan assistant graduate of the more
traditional two year program

Physician Assistani—A Detinition
The term p

generic and

cian § is iy
|5 used In reference to such new health profedsionals as
e i 4 M

P child health as auaw-piws-
clan associate, family nurse practitionar, Elﬂlli others.

The American Medical A iati flicially dalines a
physicion assistant as “n skilled person qualilied by aca-
demic sxperience and practical en-the-job Iraining 1o pro-
vide patient service under the supervision and direction of

a physician who is resp for the perform-
ance of thal assiatant.” ==
Professional Rale

The physician nssistant is trainad 1o =ffectively assisl
primary care physici in their i While

I 0 within the of fhe law under the
supervision of & licensed physician, the physician assistant
is expected fo improve the Ph'.tsiclarl'a servicks by per-
forming 1 ing ical or surg 1asks. Such
procedures would Include patient histories, physical ax-

procodures, follow- -

1ip care, and patient teaching and counseling,

Legal Aspects

As of June, 1975, 37 states have anacled legisialion per-
milling p 1o utllize (PAs) in
their of med State lag genarally falls
Into the statute categories of general delegatory or regula-
tory. The ganeral delagatory siatute simply amends state
medical practice acis permitting PAs 1o work under (he
supervision ol physicians. The regulatory authority statute

utharizes an ion  (ususlly the state board

L of

dical & 5} 1o rules and rag 5 re-
garding the re: ducational and emp it qualifi-
catlons lor practicing PAs.

Cartification and ing Educati

The Natl Coar Exami far 1o
the Primary Care Physician is offered ¥ 1o qualified
candidates, Deveioped under the direction of the Nationat
C an Cerfification of F i 1 . Ahe

cartifi inallon ks by
Board of Medical Examiners as an assurance to the public
ol & inter of the p ian's high of
P and pr i
Lipon suc: ful ph of the hysi-
cian assistants must accumulale 100 hours of continuing
medical education credils every two years to qualily tor
re-registration as a Physician Assistant-Certilied. P
catlon is granted every 6 years to those PT’ successiully
i ificati an lating

recer < 1
the appropriate number of G
hours

Employment Oppartunities

The potential job market for the graduate physiclian
assistgiit is o bright one. Graduate and siudent FAS who
are members of the American Academy of Physicians
Assigtanis [iha pi i ganization repr ing
graguates and current students of recognized PA pro-
grams) may, take ad ge of the National Employment
Listing Servica |t olfers

[AEApIEtessional member of the health care team, the
gewly graduated physici i expect tg earn
an econemically attractive salary ol $12-14.000 per yedr

7 Admission Requirements

Specilic admission requirements vary amaong naw health
practitionar programs across the country. Generally. the
requirements for admission are a high school diploma or
ils ~gguival [GED) .o minim of \wo years college
course work and/orhealth related training recewved in a
civilian, pr military Setling, scores from the ACT or SAT
examinalions. and three character retorences.

ian af Phy Program

The Assp ol Bhysician Adsi Prog is the
organization which brings her new haalth pr
programs ol varying types, These programs vary in lengih
trom one to four years and in sponsorship from medical
schools and junior colleges to:sshools of public heaith and
universities with colieges of allied health. The training
seltings for these new health prolessionals range from
pr y 1o p ¥ clinical.

The Associafion is the only such organization of pro-
grams and is a natural forum for an m:change ‘of Ideas,

research, currlculum develop ., and Or-
ganized in 1972, the Association is a nonprofil organiza-
tion  operated lusivaly for i and soi@ntif
plary Recog ¥ as the leader of the
physigian : & ion has grown

» the
I‘o ummeﬁu’i \rlrti.laily _a!l programs acdorédited by the

Application materials and specific information about In-
dividual ign pi dures may be i by writing
1o any of the following b of the Assocation of
Physician Assistan| Programs
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/ Sacond edition — $3.00 — Softbound
Frofile 1976-77 s offered as a national guide to
physician assistanl programs for students, counse-
—iors, librarians, educators, schools, hospitals, and
/_phwcians. The Profile gives insight into the follow-
ing areas:

* Pla g for the phy . prof |

* Admission proceduras

*® Financigl information
The nature ol 4 physician assistant education

® National ication of physician assistants

® Lagal a :

® Educational programs and accreditation

® Program nformation

® Additional sources of information in the health
care field
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