Medical Student Publications:

A Forgotten Piece of the Scholarly
Communications Mosaic

Megan G. Van Noord — Research & Education Librarian
Patricia L. Thibodeau — Associate Dean for Library Services & Archives
Emma Heet — Associate Director Collection Services
Virginia M. Carden — Administrative Research Librarian
Beverly Murphy — Assistant Director, Communications and Web Content Management

||||y Duke University Medical Center Library



Financial Disclosures

* We have no financial conflicts of interest to report.

||||g Duke University Medical Cénter_j:ibraryr’ L



Background

* Duke University Medical Students have opportunities in their clinical
and research years to generate research that results in publications.

 Studies are showing this is a growing trend and that residency
programs consider publication histories when reviewing applicants.

* This group is not always targeted as potential authors by the library.

* The question arose as to whether and where medical students
publish?
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Curriculum

Third Year Scholarly Experience
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Process

Maintain database of Duke Health
publications

|dentified students who graduated in
2009-2014

Med student publications

||||y Duke University Medical Center Library ’ A
.. ‘ ‘ ) S

/



Database of Student Publications
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Results!
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MEDICAL STUDENT PUBLICATIONS BY GRADUATION YEAR
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PERCENT OF MEDICAL STUDENTS WITH PUBLICATIONS
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GROWTH IN NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS
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Where Students are Publishing

* 47% of student articles are in journals that deal with both basic and
clinical sciences

* 31% of student articles are in clinical sciences journals
* 16% of student articles are in basic sciences journals

* 6% of student articles are in journals that are not biomedical in
subject

* 11% of student articles were OA, and that percentage is going up
slightly
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Journal Impact Factor

Random Selection of 29 Journals

Subject categories (JCR) 23

Top 10% of IF rank 38% (n=)
Top 25% of IF rank 52%

Top 50% of IF rank 79%
Lower 50% of IF rank 21%
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In Summary

* The rate of papers is increasing from year to year

* More students have 2 or more papers across their years in medical
school.

* Residency programs are looking for publications in order to match.
* A wide range of journal titles are chosen over the years.
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Looking Forward:

* Provide feedback to the School of Medicine about students’ research
experiences.

 Inform library services and training for medical students in scholarly
communication issues.

* Encourage students to get ORCIDs for future tracking.
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Future Questions:

* How do students choose a journal?
* How much influence does the mentor have?
 What are the submission and acceptance rates for students?

* Are there tools and advice the library could offer to assist in the
selection of journals?
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